СЦЕНКА 37

 
FAREWELLS
Jim and his party are leaving Warsaw. They are going on to Moscow. Barbara has come to say good-bye to them.
Jim: Good-bye, Barbara. I wish we didn't have to leave already.

Maggie: We've had a wonderful four days here, thanks to you. I'm only sorry we can't stay longer.

Robert: Perhaps we could stop for another couple of days on our way back?

Maggie: I wish we could, but it's out of the question,1 I'm afraid. Jane and I have to get back to the office, you know. We've taken a week's unpaid leave2 as it is.3
Jane: I wish we'd asked old Jenkins for another week. But I don't suppose he would have agreed.

Barbara: Well, you'll just have to come again next year. There's so much I haven't shown you yet.

Robert: But we managed to cram a lot into four days. I've got a whole notebook full of notes. Enough for at least six articles.

Jim: And I've got enough material for at least twelve ge​ography lessons. I’ll take Poland as a special subject next year.

Barbara: But there are so many more places I should have taken you to!4 We didn't go to Krakow I and wish I could have shown you "Mazowsze".
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Jane: We'll come again. If not next year, then the year after. And next time well feel quite at home.

Barbara: Why? Did you feel strange at first, this time?

Jane: Well, yes. Poland seemed such a long way off5 and we had some rather funny ideas6 about it. You see, we were worried about the food, about it being too hot...7
Jim: ... and Maggie was afraid about the customs.

Barbara: You know, I had some queer ideas8 about England, too.

Robert: Yes, you thought it would be foggy all the time.

Jane: Oh, yes! And you never did see9 a typical English fog, did you, Barbara?

Barbara: It wasn't just the weather You see: I believed English people were all very stiff and formal.

Maggie: And aren't we?

Barbara: You know you aren't.

Jane: It's strange, this idea people have about the English.

Jim: Well, people all over the world have very funny ideas about other countries, even their next-door neighbors10. Look at the English and the French.11 That's why I'm really very glad we came on this holiday.

Maggie: You see, Jim, how right we were to persuade you. Seriously, Barbara.

Barbara: We had a wonderful time12 and we'll certainly be back.13 Thank you again and don't forget to write to us in England.

Barbara: I won't.14 And you'll write too, won't you?

Maggie: Of course. Good-bye, Barbara.

Barbara: Good-bye!

All the others: Good-bye!

ПОЯСНЕНИЯ
1. out of the question невозможно
2. a week’s unpaid leave бесплатный недельный отпуск
3. as it is; здесь: всё (мы взяли добавочный отпуск, не можем продлить наше пребывание)

4. so many more places I should have taken you to! Ещё столько мест, куда бы я могла вас повезти
5. such a long way off такое расстояние
6. funny ideas странные идеи
7. we were worried …about it being too hot мы беспокоились, что будет слишком жарко
8. queer ideas чудные, эксцентричные мысли, идеи
9. And you never did see ты так и не увидишь
10. next-door neighborhoods ближайшие соседи
11. Look at the English and French; Джим имеет ввиду тот факт, что сведения среднего англичанина о французах и среднего француза об англичанах опираются на общепринятом, сложившемся мнении, часто не отражающем действительности. Эти сведения не являются действительным знакомством со страной и народом.

12. we had a wonderful time прекрасно провели вредя.

13. we'll certainly be back = we'll certainly come back to Poland again
14. I won't = I won't forget to write.
