СЦЕНКА 35 


AN AFTERNOON IN THE COUNTRY
The four visitors from England and Barbara have driven out of town to spend the afternoon in the country.

Jane: We must stop here and get out. It's absolutely lovely. Just what we were looking for.

Robert: But why? There's nothing here but fields.1
Jane: That's just it. I've never seen such open fields. Just ripe yellow wheat as far as you can see.2
Barbara: Well, what's so surprising about that?

Jim: Our fields are usually much smaller and they're sepa​rated from each other3 by hedges; that's what Jane was thinking of.

Jane: Do let's walk across the fields.

Jim: I don't think we ought to. Five of us could do a lot of damage.

Jane: Well, let's go into the wood then.

Robert: Ail right. There's no reason why we shouldn't stop here if we want to.

Maggie: How deserted it is! In England you rarely get thin feeling of being right in the heart of the country.

Barbara: If we're lucky, we'll find bilberries. It's the right time of year.

Maggie: What are bilberries?4
Barbara: What! You've never heard of bilberries? They're small and blue and very juicy. Ah! Here we are,5 I thought we'd find some.6
Jane: M'mm, they are good. We should take some back for supper.

Maggie: I intend to. Come on,7 let's get busy picking, shall we?

This tree looks just right to go to sleep under
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Jim: Well, I'm not going to. I just want to relax. This tree looks just right to go to sleep under.8 M'mm, what a lovely woody smell!

Robert: There's a lake here as well, you know. Big enough to swim in. What about it?

Jane:  Are we allowed to?

Robert: Well, there's no sign saying we can't. Are you coming in Maggie?

Maggie: I'd love to. I'll just change. You know, this really is a heavenly spot to picnic in. Why don't we stay here for the rest of the afternoon?

Jane: Yes, we don't really have to go on, do we?

Robert: Of course we don't have to, if we don't want to. We might as well stop here as anywhere.9
Maggie: Jim certainly means to anyway. He seems to be fast asleep already.

Jane: You can't imagine how much we're enjoying this. Barbara! This is all so natural and unspoilt.

Maggie: You know, this is just what I've always dreamed of. It really was a wonderful idea of yours,10 Robert, this holiday.

ПОЯСНЕНИЯ
1. nothing but fields ничего, кроме полей
2. as far as you can see; здесь: куда ни посмотришь, насколько видит глаз

3. from each other друг у друга
4. What are bilberries? — Черника растет в Англии только в некоторых местностях, поэтому большинство англичан не знает этих ягод вообще или знает их только по джемам, экспортируемым, между прочим Польшей.

5. Here we are; здесь: Вот эти ягоды.

6. I thought we'd find some (с ударением на слово thought) — я так и знала, что мы найдем немного
7. Come on! Иди сюда!
8. to go to sleep under под ним можно заснуть
9. We might us well stop here as anywhere. Мы с успехом можем остановиться здесь как и в любом другом месте.

10. It really was a wonderful idea of yours эта твоя идея была действительно замечательной.
